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Sir or Madam: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment for this application. The fee has been calculated as shown below. 
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A check in the amount of $421.00 is attached. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees necessary for extensions of time, or credit overpayment to 
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Sir/Madam: 

The Applicants have copied claims 1-29 from U.S. Patent No. 6,121,001 ('"OOl") in 
order to preserve the right to provoke an interference proceeding with the patentees of the 
'001 patent. The Applicants are . currently investigating the possibility of pursuing such 
interference proceeding. Claims 1-29 of the '001* patent correspond, respectively, to the 
Applicants* Claims 79-107. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please add the following New Claims: 

79. (New) A method for modifying an oligonucleotide, the method comprising 
incubating under isothermal conditions the oligonucleotide, a polynucleotide, and a nuclease, 

wherein the oligonucleotide and the polynucleotide form a cor^|^ 2 g^pffi§5ag88ffl®91 6%fcB924 

0\ i-i / fil FC'282 326.38 CH 

oligonucleotide and said polynucleotide in wtfich afl&ist a portion or the oligonucleotide is 

hybridized to the polynucleotide, wherein thfe isothehrraf conditions are at or near the melting 

temperature of the complex and wherein Jne oligonucleotide, when the portion is hybridized 
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